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January 12, 2010 
 

Maine Milk Commission Special Meeting Minutes 
Agriculture Trade Show 

Augusta Civic Center 
 
Commission Present:  John Joseph, Jr. and Colon Durrell 
 
Commission Absent:   Chair, Michael Wiers, Richard Cook and Mark Hedrich 
Department Officials: None 
Staff Present: Tim Drake, Executive Director, Audrey Shorty and Carol Gauthier  
Legal Counsel: Not present 
Intervenors Present:  John Blake, H.P. Hood, Inc., Tom Brigham, Oakhurst Dairy and John Economy, 
Garelick Farms of Maine. 
 
Meeting called to order at 10:10 A.M. by acting chair, Colon Durrell. 
 
Mr. Durrell welcomed visitors and guests. This meeting was for the purpose of up-dating the Commission 
and others on the state of the dairy industry in Maine and the U.S. 
 
Guest speakers included: Erik Rasmussen the Northeast Market Administrator Federal Milk Order No. 1, 
Leon Graves representing Dairy Marketing Services (DMS), Robert Wellington from Agri-Mark 
Cooperative and Jan Stallone from the New England Dairy Promotion Board. 
 
Mr. Rasmussen gave an over-view of the Federal Market Order system.  He discussed the new federal 
task force that has been named to explore any changes that should be made to the process.  He referred 
questions on that issue to Mr. Wellington. 
 
Mr. Graves gave a short presentation on milk prices, production, CWT and policy issues.  He reported 
that some farms have lost $100 per cow per month in 2009.  Mr. Graves also reported that Ed Gallagher 
has projected milk prices as high as $26/cwt to a low of $16/cwt for 2010.  His comments about CWT 
centered on the usefulness of the program and the fact that in his view the program cannot continue 
beyond 2010 without mandatory participation by all producers.  Mr. Graves believes that the dairy 
industry will be in a negative price cycle again and that CWT will be needed again. 
 
Mr. Wellington provided the Commission with an update on the export and cheese markets.  He sees the 
prices reaching $18/cwt later this year and believes the possibility exists that prices can be going higher 
still.  Mr. Wellington also thanked Maine for supporting the Keep Local Farms program. 
 
Jan Stallone from Keep Local Farms gave a short presentation on the details of the program and how all 
farms in Maine can participate.  She reported that 80% of farms have signed up to participate. 
 
Julie Marie Bickford, Executive Director of MDIA, gave a summary of the Dairy Task Force report and 
recommendations, tier program and a MeCHAP onetime distribution to farmers. 
 
Mr. Durrell thanked the speakers and adjourned the meeting at 11:50 A.M. 
 
Tim Drake, Executive Director, Maine Milk Commission. 


